Pilgrim Commitment Information

Thank you for your interest in Pilgrim!
Because of the magnitude of this show, it’s a time commitment. This time commitment is a commitment not only to learning the show, but to fellow castmates (they need you there to learn their part!), and the future audience! Productions like these require flexibility, and we realize that it might require more than your average volunteer service here at the church, so we want you to be as informed as possible before committing. We have created a potential rehearsal calendar, as well as provided information on each character or chorus that will give you an idea of how much time would be required for that role. Please read through this document fully before looking at those. 
Rehearsal Calendar Explained
During the months of May-July, we will have potential rehearsals on Monday and Tuesday nights. August-mid-September, we will have potential rehearsals Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday nights. The end of September through show dates in October (11, 12, 17, 18, 19), full cast will be called nearly every night, Monday-Friday, with some potential full cast tech rehearsals on Saturdays. 
There are about 50 potential rehearsal dates from May-September. You won’t be called for every potential rehearsal on the calendar. Having all these potential rehearsals on the calendar allows us to schedule based on everyone’s availability and character/group rehearsal needs. Once casting is complete, we will contact you to offer you your role(s), and give you your rehearsal schedule for May-July so that you can accept or deny your role, knowing your summer call times. For rehearsals in August-September, we will create a new rehearsal schedule that will be emailed to you – the closer we get to the show, the more rehearsals we will need you to be at! This schedule allows us to be flexible with your availability, but also assess need for rehearsal time as we go.
What does a rehearsal block look like?
When you are scheduled for a rehearsal, it might not be for the whole rehearsal period! You could have a 30 minute to 3 hour block, or two 30 minute blocks, a 30 minute block, a 30 min break, then an hour block, etc. During that time, we will focus on developing your character and/or scene.  
Your “rehearsal block,” would consist of one or more of the following: 
· learning choreography
· working on vocals for a solo, group, or chorus song
· receiving character development (talking through character motivations and actions)
· running a scene with scene partners
· running through an entire act or the whole show (closer to October)
We will try to maximize your time based on your availability. While we do understand that everyone will have absences, we ask that you communicate the ones you know of now up front (on the audition form) so we can take that into consideration while casting. Having a planned schedule also keeps us accountable for the use of your time as we have called it.
Below is an example of a rehearsal schedule:



	 June 3
	Gym
	Room #
	Music Room

	6:00
	Demons (Choreography for battle)
	Christian, Hopeful (Run Scene #)
	Palace Beautiful (vocals)

	6:30
	
	
	

	7:00
	
	
	

	7:30
	
	
	Persecution (vocals for Vanity Fair)

	8:00
	
	Faithful (Character Development)
	

	8:30
	Shepherds (choreography)
	
	

	9:00
	
	Giant (blocking)
	



Why?
You might ask, “Why do we put so much time and effort into preparing each individual for the show? Can’t everyone just learn their part and show up to perform?” The answer is simply: this is a ministry. It is an outreach ministry for our audience, but it is also a discipleship opportunity for all of us involved. There is much to learn from this story, and from each of the characters, and you taking the time to really learn and understand your part not only lends to the excellence of the show that, as art, points to the glory of God, but gives you the chance to grow as a follower of Jesus and in your understanding of people. We want you to be open to discussing the characters in depth, and be willing to grow and take feedback on how you will portray them. Our goal is not just for the story to encourage and convict our audience, but to encourage and convict you, and for you to grow in the process. 
So, as you prayerfully consider committing this show, we trust that you know your schedule best, and can make the best decision as you commit to the show, the cast, and the audience. 
